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SERMONI[(x 

Preached by | | 
NICHOLAS SMYTHI|| 
M'” of Arts and Preacher of Gods Word, 


Aud publiſhed at the requeſt of ſome private friends ky 
for the publique good, 


ProU. 23. Vers 23. - , 
Buy the truth, and ſell it not ; alſ9 wiſdom, inſtruRtion, and 1k 
underſtanding, k 


lob 19, Ver28, 4 
/ Bur ye ſhould ſay ; why perſecure we him, ſeeing the rqox of þ 
the matrer is found in him?, 3 


he ps J. Owlley, for Rich, Knowls, 165 E 
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( F: _—_ Reader , it is well 
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yet 
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known unto the world , that the 
Church of Rome hath a. long time ar- 
rogated to her ſel f to be the outward 
V:fible Church, out of which there is 
10 ſalvation : and hath excluded a// 
others which will not bold of Der > 
and acknowledge her to be the mothe; 
Church , from all hopes of heaven and 
happineſs. Aud divers moderate and 
temperate Chriſtians of all Churches, 
Line « poſſibility of ſalvation to 
many tgnorant ſeduced Chnſtians, 
who lrve in that Church, or hold of 
ber : and not being willing to uſurge 
upon Gods preroga'ive to judge ets 
| A 3 ther 


'To the Reader. 


ther the Church tn general to be no 
Church, or any parnicular members of 
the ſame to be noChniſtuans : they 
make uſe of their adverſaries charity, 
and by the glonous name of theChurch 
gut of which there is no ſalvation 
(which they reftram onely to them- 
ſelves )decerve multitudes We have a 
long time expetted a bleſſed reformati- 
on,and have with fuphes , and prayers 
and tears defered of God that a gene- 
ral aſſembly of Divines might be cal- 
led, wherein the errqurs of the Church 
of Rome, and more pai ticularly this 


dangeraus and permcious errour of 


therrs zn caſting all out of the Church 
which will not comply with them in 
therr errours and groſs abſurdintes, 
might have been condemned. But un- 
ſtead thereof there are ſen up in 
= a 
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this N' © 


To the Reader: 
land divers Settaries who appropriate 


ſalvation to themſelves and ther own. 


Compantes, and exclude all others from 
the Kingdom of heaven. I ſhall name 
none of them, but leave them to the 


Judgement of God and the verditt of 


thetr own conſciences. But drvers 
Seftartes there be who make the world 
believe that they are the Ele of 
God: or the compames wherem the 
Elett lie hid. And our charity being 
the like to then that it is to the Church © 


of Rome : we concerVing that there 


are among them ſome 1gnorantly ſedu- 
ced Chriſtians, who are the true Ele 
of God : and not daring to uſurpe up- 
on Gods prerogatve to judge any of 
them, They make advantage of our 
charity, and make the world believe 


| -* that there can be no ſafety for any that 


A 4 look 


T's the Reader. 


them and therr co Sy that by 


this means the C wnch of God 18 mt- bo: 


ſi erably d:ftraBed, there ſcarce ſeenrs 
Mc.PH-4el et to be any face of a Church. S's that 


- 3znaloeech 


in Parlia- 48 @ worthy member of the honourable 
— 4 ſſembly of Parltament (of the great 
- Parliament , at its farſt futtino) did 
; " feart it Sd come to paſs , we (cert 18 
Come to paſs. We have rather changed 

aur Pilot then our condition, and (1 
we be come out of Rome) have onely 
ſhifted places to finde our tuin, But 
yet we Þo pe that God will im due tame 
deliver us from all thoſe mens, and 
compantes of men that diſturb the quiet 
and peace of the Church and Common- 
wealth : Though our charity be never 


ſo reat toward them, and we will not 
ik them Jer if they be guilty they * 


canngt 


look for r_—_ but "Y flying 'to 


'Tothe R cader. 
cannot eſcape the judgement of God, 


wor the verdiof thetr own ronſciences, 


 T have here in aplain Sermon deſcri- 


bed the natural condition of betny tn 
en the fleſh, ſo that all. that read the 
Sermon, if they be not willengly rono- 


rant of wilfully finful s may know 


whether they themſelves be in Chat 
or whether they. be in the fleſh: 
and I am perſwaded that all that read 
this Sermon, af they be truly regene- 


 rate;Sþinitual nat carnal, they will ab- 


ſtain from all raſh cenſuring of the 


preſent condition,and from all unchart- 
table and unchriſt1an judging of the 


future and the final condition of ther 


brethren. It is my requeſs to thee 
Chrifttan Reader, that thou wouldſt 
not be carried away with the ſway of 


- the times,raſhly to cenſure or unchart- 


tably 


— — 
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tably to Judge athers, but that thou ' 
wouldeſt in all bunulity of heart judge * 
thy ſelf : and if n this Sermon thou | 
findeſt any new lights, yet if they be ' 
true lights, acknowledge (as the au- + 
thor doth) that they come from above 9 
from the Father of [ tgbts ,who 1s pl ea- 
ſed in dark, times by the light of his 
word, and by the light of bis holy ſp:- 
tt to inlighten his Church, Read then 

the Sermon without prejudice : and if 
thou reapeſt any benefit by it , grve 
God the praiſe, and pray for the in- 
creaſe of knowledge and grace in him, 
who 1s and will remain, 


Thine inthe work 
of Grace 
NICHOL AS SMYTH... , 
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Rom. 8. ver, 8. 
$0 then they that are 1n the fleſh, cannot 
pleaſe God. 


Hat hereditary ſtain and ori- 
inal corruption which we all 

rew from the lojns of our 
firit parents, ( Chriſtian and beloved 
brethren) it ſticketh faſt and cloſe unto 
us : and fo long as we carry aboutus 
this body of clay, this burden of fleſh, 


- we cannever be perfe&ly rid of ir. And 


\ "\ \ the weight and þurden of fin doth ſo 


preſs 


__ 
Att to 


(2) 
preſs and weigh down a true Chriſtian, 
that it cauſeth him to cry out almoſt 
diſpairingly with the Apoſtle S. Paul, 
O miſerable man that 1 am, wi;o ſhall deh- 


wer me from th# body of ſin # But as we 


ſay in Philoſophy, elementa i ſuo loco 
neque arauant neque levant, the elements 
in ther proper place they are neither 
lightnor heavy. Sois it with fins, when 
they are in their proper place,the hearts 
of wicked men, they weigh nothing 
there: and whether they be light fins 
or heavy, they are inſenſibleof the bur- 
den of them : and it hypectites com- 
plain of fin in others, and true Chriſtt- 
ans of {in in themſelves, they that are 
flcſhly minded meer natutal. men, as 
they know not what {in is, ſo they feel 


not the burden of it. And if they be 


not over curious toſcefin inothers, they 
arenot over careful to ſee of amend it 
inthemſclves: and theretorerheythink 
themſelves of all others in a happy con- 


dition, who neither trouble them {elycs. 


with others ſins,nor yet with their own. 
Whercas 1n truth there 15 no peace 


_--M-- 1-7 --1--*- 
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3) 
promiſed but to the troubled-.con- 
{cience, no quier nor reſt bur to the 
burdened ſoul;thaſe that are weary and: 
heavy laden. with the burden, of their 
ſins. While therfore theſe men areplea- 
ſing themſelves with this vain phanraſie 
and thinking that they of all arhers. 
have right to heaven and to earth too: 
The Spurit. of God in rhe Scripture 
meeteth with them, and ſheweth them 
that they may pleaſe themſelves, bur 


# 


they cannot, the a pleaſe: Gad 
while they » ol int 4% ren cany 
dition withour purging ſin out, of their 
hearts. So then. they that are in the. 
fleſb cannot pleaſe God, The text iris 
a concluſion drawn. from forcgging 
emiſes. The Apoſtle having in: the 
ixth ver. Iaid down what a muſcrable 
condition it is to be caxnally minded, 


" and whata happ condition ir is- to 


be ſpiritually minded : to be carnally. 
minded is death : bur to be ſpiritually: 
minded, .i$ life-and peace: In thefe- 
venth wer, he laierh down: the: incom- 


' -Petibilicy berween thelerwo conditions, 


and 
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(4) 
and 'ſheweth that the natural man is 
not', ( and the impoſſibility that. he 
ſhould be) ſubjett rothe law of God, 
the carnal minde is enmity againſt 
God : for it is not ſubje& to the Law 


of God , neither indeed can be, And: 


then from hence he doth inferre this 
neceſſary Concluſion, So ther they that 
are in the fleſh , cannot pleaſe God. In 
which words the Apoſtle doth note 
three things unto us ; 

1. He doth dank» imply that ſome 


maybe involved in this natural condi- 
tion here defcribed and ſer forth unto 


us : they may beinthefleſh, ” - 

2. Hedottigrant that a great many 
are involved in this condition: ye ſee ir 
is ſet forth in the plural number, They 
that ave inthe fleſh; and | 


\-3- There 1s the inferrence that the 
Apoſtle dorh inferre, or the concluſion 
that he draweth from thence,They can- 


mnt pleaſe God, | 
irſt,then I will fpeak of that which 
the Apoſtle implieth here , which is, 
that ſome may be involved in this ” 
Op rura 


pa 
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' tural condition here deſcribed , and be 


in the fleſh. I purpoſe nor to lay 
down all the acceptions of the word 
Fleſh in Scripture , but to propound 
onely ſomany as may make for the ne- 
ceſſary explication of the meaning of 
che holy Ghoſtin this place, where he 
ſaich, They that are in the fleſh cannot 
pleaſe God. Fleſhrthen it is taken for 
the ox as .it conſiſteth of bones, 
finews, ligaments, bloud, arteries, 'al} 
thar material maſſe. fleſhly lum 

which we carry about us : and for this 


| bodyinformed with a living ſoul , and 


ſo ir is taken in the 1 Coy..15. chap. the 
50. verſe where the Apoſtle fſairh, fleſh 
and bloud cannot inherit the kingdom of 
heaven; and ſo ir is taken, 1 Pet. 3. 
chap.18, verſe wherethe- Apoſtle ſpeak- 
eth of our Saviour, that he was put to 
death in the fleſh. And in this ſenſe 
are the Apoſtles words to be under. 
ſtood, 1 Phil. the 24. verſe where he 
telleth the Ph:l:pprars, that for him to 
abide in the fleſh was more needful for 


. them; that is for him 10 continue in 
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(6) 
the body and live upon the earth was 
berres for them. Or clſc fleſhmaybe 
e2ken for theremainder of natural cor- 
yuption in the regencrate. Soit is taken 
inthe 5. of the Gal. 17, wer. the fleſh 


Hinft the fleſh. And foto be inthe fleſh 
rr.is to live'in this frail body incompaſ- 
fed aboin with fins and infirmities, and 
ſo.che Apaſtles words may be un- 
derſfood 2 Cor. 19. chap,3, ver, Thoagh 
we walk 1xz the fleſh yet we do not wayre 
after the fleſh, Or laſtly: ficſh- is taken 
vatural corruprion,for the praviry of 
eurnature , : for the proneneſs and pro- 

nfity of the heart ro evil, and the in- 
diſpotition thereof to do good : when 
theevil deſires and monions of rhe fleſh 
xcign and bear ſway. and. rule in the 
heart; and ſo' the Apoſtles words 


are to beunderſtood inthe 7. Rom. 5.ver, 


where: he layeth: down, that when we 
were in the fleſh , the matrons of ſins which 
were by the Law, did work'in our members 


mw brag forth. fruit unto death,- Properly = 


inthe. Apoſites ' meaning they gene 
Wes ſaid 


lh 


luftetb 4 ft the ſpirit, and the ſpirit 4- | 
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(7) 
ſaid to be in the fleſh in this place, 
wha live in the body, for ſo we are 
all in the fleſh. :Neither 'are they 
ſaid properly to bein the fleſh accor. 
ding'ro the Apoſtles meaning in 
this place, in: whom the reliques of 
natural corruption do remain : . For 
ſo likewiſe we are all inthe fleſh, and 
rhe teliques of :{in. they will ſtill re. 
main inus, fo long as we liveinthe 
fleſh, until ſuch. time as we: pur off 
the ficſh, and this mortal put. on im- 
mortality. But according tothe true 


meaning. of . the. Apoſtles: -words. 1n op. 6.::, 


this-place they are ſaid to be.inthe 
fleſh; who ſuffer ſin toecign intheir 


morral bodies, ; that rHey.ſhould obey 


it:inthe luſts thereof.: And ſorhe A- 
poſtle defcriberhethe riatural condition 
of alkrhe ſons of: 4dam,and:ot.all fan- 


_ Gifiedand regenerate . perſons 1 before 


their converſion the 2 of rhE Epheſtars 
3-1 wer. we allhag. our -————_ 12 
Zrmes paſt, 12. tbe. luſts of. the fleſh., 


fulfsling the deſires of the 'fleſh and of 


theimmae, and-were by nature the chil- 
$7516 B aren 


(8). -. 
aren of wrath. T his is the condition 
that all have becn in, and ſome muſk 
needs acknowledge themſelves to be 
ſtill in. They have no. knowledgeof 
of Chriſt or of God , their under> 
ſtanding 1s not enlightned with -the 
ſaving doctrine of Chrift and his 
kingdom, Chriſt crucified is a ſtum- 
bling block unto them, they cſtecm + 
it fooliſhneſs when they hear it prea- 
ched, they mock at the reſurrection - 
of the dead, and the principles of 
Chriſtian Religion are {o abſurd ro 
' their natural ſence. and reaſon , thar 
they will not downwith them byany 
means, Sinawthey know not what it 
is, they have no fight of it : -or if 
they have, they have  no::{ence nor 
feeling of rhe hainonſnefs of it, and 
for the inward cottuption of 'the | 
heart they ſuffer it _ rherewirh- 
out _———_ and 4t is the icon- 
ſtraint of the laws ofthe land thar re: 
ſraineth rhem from the actual com- 
miſſion of {m, for orherwiſe hey: ive 
tull {way and ſwinge to-theircroo , 

| and 


(9) 
and corrupt affections, free ſcope and 
liberty trorhemſelves in fan, and run 
cheir tull carecr In wickedne(s : and 
if rhey can bur extricate themſelves 
our ot the briers fo that the laws of 
the land ſhould nat lay hold of them, 
they care not to commit all manner 
of iniquity and implicty, Yea though 
they. hear that the law of Gqd is ſpi- 
ritual,and requireth the obedience of 
theanward\man, and that Gad look- 
crh more rotheheartthenrorhe out- 
ward, aRionsy and that. a lire 1in 
ſucha finas 'ic is a queſtion among 4 
great: many wherher-ibea fin, 1s 
cxeccciog hainpus intheſight.of God 
ifinnnsheavtsbeifcr upon n;'.(o char 
ey.will:mc' part with itz Thongh 
they. hear our'ot the Scripture rhar 
Gad willcall:men to accoune for idle 


ons gettures, for ſpleeny paſſions, and 


2 Mat, 
36, ver, 


Ms, for wamon looks, 'fdrlafcivi- 5 Mar. 


28 yer, 
2M Pet,z ch, 
revengeful meditations, for bur pur- 14 ver. 


pelqstocnr iehrchem(ſetues bythe gain 5 Matth, 


eboppreſhor;- yet they 'ſaffer theſe 


22 yer, 


3 Gen, 42, 


£vilmqtions of xteir corrupt minde, 29 Exod, 


B 2 rheſe 


£7 ver, 


(10) 
theſe defircs of the fleſh, to domi-. 
neer and bear {way , and reign and 
rule in their hearts. And-as for ttic 
works of the fleſh which the Apoltke 
reckons upin the'5 of theGalatiazs,19 
and 20 werſes.;: The works-:of the fleſh 
are- manifeſt which are theſe, adultery, 
fornication; dariuionſne fi, uncleanne fs, 
dolatry, witchcraf: , latred , variance, 
emulationg wrath, ſtrife'g:{editions . beres 
fies, envyinms, © murders,\\drunkenne f,; 
revelings and>ſuch life':i they are ex» 
ccedingly :in love with-:rheſe, and 
{pare not tacommir chem ſofar forth 
as they conie:not: within'the compaſs 
of mens laws-to ibe::puniſhed : yea 
and mapy times-they-leap over the 
lawsof God: and the: land;[wallow 
inſwinfh. pleafures;and ſinful ſurfe- 
ting , follaw-their bemiih apperizes; 
- their, ſinful and ſenmabdetiresgive 
© nolaw.totheir: unbridled paſſions; to 


-. . . their Jobſe carriages,2to-their diffe- 
- - lute behaviours, ro .cheir unjuſt-pra» 
- Ciſes >the reſtrainpcitheriot-Gods 


. laws nor of. mens! cn - kcepahor 
= | bl with- 
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- plight, ſhape, and form : doth not 
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(11) 
within bounds., but.they.break both, 
and purſue their evil courſes withal 
vehemency and: violence. And are 
ſuch as rhe Scripture ſpeaketh of the 
unjuſt Judge; They neither fear God nor ;g 1,044 
regard: man, but oppreſs the poor, 4 ver. 
grind their taces, undo the fatherleſs 

and widows,againſtall law and cqui- 

ty: and yet they have no ſence nor 
tecling of their fins, they aretouch- 
ed*with no:remorſce for them, The 
rerror of .the law which doometh 
death and damnation to the breach 

of the leaſt of Gods Commandments, 

the horror of [their own guilty con- 
ſciences, when rheyedge their fins 

laid before rhem in their own ugly 


make them. ſo.to groan under the bur- 
den.of their fins, that they ſhould ſee 
whara ſweetthing it is to:have.a Sa- 
viour, what:a happineſs it is to be a 
Chriſtian... They are not ſo wearied 
with the heavy load and burden of 
their {ins\;thar they ſhould ſcck and 
finde reſt. in Chriſt Jefus': But they eviſ.s 


B 3 weary © © Vs 


13 Aft, 
33 yer, 


( 12) 
weary themſelves in the way of wickeanes, | 
and never ſay, what hath pride profited | 
us ? Or what good bath riches with our 
wanting browght us 2 till they groan 
out this in hell, where they arene- + 
ver like to have part in God or inhert- 


tance in Chriſt. Theſe now are the 


wicked, and ſuch as theſe they are 
in the fleſh, and fulfil the defires of 
the fleſh and of the minde; and ſure 
{ome {uchmen as theſe rhe Apoſtle 
yn and grantcth that there may 

- They have not their underſtand- 
ing informed, nor their reaſon rec1- 
fied. Their ralk is of bullocks, and 
they know ww»- how to give the kine 
fodder : or-their diſcourſe is of their 
wares and - their merchandiſe, and - 
they know how to buy andſcll and 


get gain. 'But they are ſtrangersin , 


Iſrael anacquainted with the myſte- 
ries of Ciriſt and his kingdom; That 
Chriſt carne down frorv-heaven, and 
was incloſed in the witgins womb, 
that he was born of the ſead of David, 


and rock fleſh for out-redimprion: 


(33) 


$3 his Prieſtly,: his Princelys his Pro- 

d , phetical office : his being God, his © ©: 4. 
Th being Man, the neceflity. of- his be- ©. © 
IN ing both for our redemption. His « 

e- * humiliation, his cxaltationz' his hu- © © +> 
i-  mility,that he humbled himſelf and * +; 
ie © became obedient todearh ceventhe © 
re death of the Croſs: his exaltation, 


of hisriſing again-from the dead : his 
re glorification, his leading captivity 


le captive. Theſe are things that they 
Ly have ſmall knowledge of ; or if they 
I. have ſome confuſed knowledge. of 
1- the fall of .4d4am, of the corrupt ſtarc 


id andconditionofalbmankind fincethe 
AC fall, of the impoſſibility of keeping 


1r Gods Laws and Commandements, 
id  atidof the neceſſity of a Saviour to 
id free us from the curſe of ſin, which is 


in , death, and from the puniſhment of 
Co the breach of Gods Laws, which is 


at damnation : have they nowa lively p - 
id faich that worketh by love to purge _. 
by their conſ{ciences from dead works to 
a, ſervethe living Lord > Do they be- 


14 lieve in Jeſus Chriſt and him cruci- 
is B 4 fied ? 


| .* 


(14) 


fied > - yes they believe that thete is - 
- 3 7in, : c. one God and one Mediator between 
5vr. Godandman,the manChriſt Jeſus, 


2 Zim. Yea $S, Iames telleth them rhatthe 


19 ve. * devils:believe and tremble. Burt do 


they believe that Chriſt died.'for 

4 For. thelr fins, and roſe. again for: their 
© juſtification>. yea they believe that 
Chriſt died for the {ins .of the whole 


beth. 


t Tim, 4c, world, and more particularly for ' 


ove. theirs: and: they are ready at any 
time when they are weary and hea- 
vy laden with the -burden of their 
{ins, troapply Chriſt and his merits 


to themſelves fax the remiflion of . 


them : 'and therefore-they make! 'nq 
queſtion bur they are _— engraffed 
into Chrift,and made live 
of his body : 0 they weary Chriſt 
with the loa 
ſins, and make him their pack-horſe 
._robear their iniquities, and as God 
OTE] {pcaketh by his Prophet, He #« preſ- 
is yer, ſed under them as 4 cart ts preſſed that 
45 full-of- ſheaves; But do.they fogroan 
unger rhe burden of theit fins, -that 


y members | 


they 


and burden of their 


"x 


— 


(x5): 
they deſire to be rid of them, andto 
purge them out of their hearts > Dorh 
their faith in Chriſt for the remiſſian 
of their {ins/ increaſe: their harred of 


fin, andrheir dcfire to. cleanſe therh+ x ver. 


felves from all filthineſs bothoffleſh 
and ſpirit2-:Hereby they ſhall-know 
whether they be in Chriſt or no: They 
that are Chriſts the Apoſtle 

us, have crucified the. -frſb» with theyafs 5 Ge. 
feetions and. lufts. {s there 

mencrucifie = 6 fleſh, :and mortifie 
their carthly- members : fornication 
uncleanneſs , immoderate affection, 
evil; concupiſcence, coverouſneſs and 
the: like : they.are-not in Chriſt bur 
are ſtil).in the fleſh, :and- whatſoever 
righror ritle hey may. plead —_— 
they are.carnally, they-ate carthly 


minded. Let not [iz verge 11'y0ur mor< g Pa 
tal bodies, that ye ſbould obey tt inthe 1: wer. 


lufts thereof., 1t then-mens hearts and 
conſciences tell them, that they are 


not renewed. in .the.: fpirit-of their 4 2). 23. 


minde, their hearts are Go uporvenil, 


the Shovght of their braxts are = =; -o = 


('16) 
that continually : the evil -deſires of 
che fleſh they ſwarm there, and the 
carnal defires of the mind they nou- 
riſh and cheriſh them, pleaſe them- 
_ ſelves tmchem, take a great deal of | 
deliphr to ſuffer their mindes to 
wander after vain pleaſures and ſin. 
ful ddi at; _ as for the inward 
corruption of the heart, they give no 
ftay nor ſtop tot. For the S——_ 
and propenſity of the heart to evil, 
and the indiſpofition thereof to do 
good, they fcc it'not : or if they do 
they love it with all their hcart : 
and deſire to live and die in this pol- 
lured eftate,rhis.corrupted condition, 
overrun with ſin and iniquiry. Their 
heart is corrupt, their conſcience de- 
filed,. and yet they arerouched with 
no remotſe for the inward pollution 
of their ſouls, for the outward de- 
flement of their bodics, but make 
im their ſolace, and iniquity their 
aſtime: and if God do ſo work by 
his word, by. the good motions of 
his Spixir , by his merias, by his 
-J+ | | judge - 


& © 


(17) 
f judgements, as to itſiram them .. 
C trom ſome open cnormious crimes:; = 
» If there: be. ſome few. yirtucs that 
- they love, and ſome . few vices that 
f | they hate, and their corruptiondach 
o - not ſhewir ſelf in the commiſſion 
- of them, yet when they hear of an 
«| inward change of the whole minde, 
0 of the whole manzofa. generalhatred 
S of {in,anda general love of goadneſs; 
| that ſo God might accept of their 
0 imperfed obedience forChriſts ſake, 
0 and intitle them to heaven and ſalva- 
tion, this they cannot endure. To . 
tearall rheir waics with the holy . 
man 76; and to reftain their fect, yer. 
from cvery cvil path with the Pſal. r19 ?7at. 
miſt, this they will nor admit of, *** '©*+ 
They have nor onely one, but many 
ſins reigning in them : and many 
virtues [.theres be which Gods 
Miniſters have made appear to their 
utiderſtanding are exceeding lovely, 
and yer they wall not pratife them. 
Their heart .is not whole. within 
 rhem, the ma(\s/of corruption _ 
Nos: fey eo there 
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(18) 
there ſtill; The :old leaven is not 
purge -our,that:ſo it may-be a new 
amp. There is the ſame: proneneſs 
and propen 


And excepting that:the reſtraining 


grate of Gods Spirit doth reſtrain 


them from. the commiſfion of ſome 
ſins, andenable- them .to do ſome 
good ; their practiſe for the general 
1t-is to do: evil, and-not to-do-good. 
Such as theſe there are,..and ſuch as 
theſe they are in the fleſh and make 
ptoviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the 
uſts thereof. And thus I] leave the 


. , firſtthingimplicd inthe words that ' 


ſome may be involved in this natural 
condition andibe in the fleſh, As the 
Apoſtle yieldeth that ſome may be 


eth that a great many -are in this 
condirion, it 15 ſet forth in the plural 
number , they that are un the fleſh. 
And fo I procecd to prove that which 
is plainly-expreſfed and come in the 
ſccond: - mo ſhow: thar there aro 


> 14 


ſiry of the . heart roevil; 
and the ſameindiſ{poſition to dogood, | 


inthis condition, ſohe further grant= * 


numbers 


oi 
- = 


Pe W469 0 = +: © OO © 


(19)! 

numbers'and multitudes:that 'are->in 
the fleſh +. our. Saviour:mthe feventh 
of S. Matthews'Goſpel-telleth us that 
wide ts the':gate, and brows. the:-way 
that: leadeth. to,” deftrutizonmgvand many 
there be that. go tn thereat> And: wve 

where in Scripture wehave the mu} 
titude of wicked men-deſ{cribedxind 
fer forthrunto- us. iS 2m layerh ir 


down inhis'Epiſtle tithe \Romaps,as + 


the Pſaimiſt-had befote ſet-is. down; 
and - the: wifeman in :his Proverbs; 
3 Rom. *the'12, 13; T4, 15, iL63\#9; 
18 werſes-z. Tfiey are. allignnt::out: of the 
way,they pi: <2 bename unprofetabde, 
there. 1s none that dath gopals no wet) one: 
their. throat 36 41 open ſepulchre, jwith 
theiy, tongues they-heve.uſed deceity the 
foyſon of afpes: 36; 9inder; ther Irps : whaſe 


' mouth 5 fnib of curſing avd and bitter 


»eſ7, thein feet are ſweftotiiſed inde} 


teftruttion nna;miſery.odeungherr whiti 
ayd:the way ttipesce theybanenotiponn: 


there 1s 10:;fear of Gad brfare thein eye 


And-the-Pſalemfe bringeth» in. God 
wondrinf at.che multiurdeof wicked 


men, 


bx I&. TS 4 x 2 


4 ver, 


22 Job, 
19 ver, 


6 Job. 
36 yer, 


14Pſal, met Have they no knowledge that they 


(20) 


are all ſuch merkers of miſchief eating up 
my people as: tt were breaal and call not 
gper God? Nos numer: ſumus,@ fruges 
ronſamere 32667, We wereallof us ſo in 
our natural condition, and-no doubr 
bucthereare-ſti] a number, a mulci- 
tucte of - Zpicarear people, who think 
they are bornonely rocarand todrink 
ang go. cnjoy:the linful-plcaſurcs at 
of xhis life. Fhongh- the ' world went 
after Qhrit:and the mwrtritudes fol- 
lowed him, .yert ir was burfor loaves, 
for icarnal-and: by reſpe&s,. .and he 
hai bur few rene diſciples and they 
weTe not many-1n whom the-word of 
God did take place. They were not 
all zſreefies that were of ;fogel. Neiz 
therare rhoynowall rrulycomeried, 
thac. live : in rhe ' boſomie of rhe. 
Chuck: 'Thowgh the muanber- of the 
children-g& 4/4! be as-theiſandot 
thevee., c-remnant :ſhgf{{be ſaved, 
Fhey arc bur\ # remnanr-\ a few , 
a3*nall cotmpliny thari htc favirg 
race wheteby: the ſoul: fhonld be 
32:51 cons 


P 


(21) 
canverted;.Many are called, bur few ,, zu, 
24p arechoſenna be veſſels. of hanonr ſan; 16 ve, }.. 
zo (tified and meet for the maſters: nfe. &P CS 
2*5 The many,the number, che mulei. © 
Mm rude, theyhave nor felr the-inward , . | 
pr Covenant; the circumciſion: of 'the 3; yer, 
tl- heart, wheteby God fhould purhis 
nk Jaw in their -hearrs and write rn 
ok = theirinward-parrs; rhere is 'no-truch 
a in their inward parts, heir invard 
nr pats. ape very wickednefs, They ſaw, 
ol avitisin-tol; Depart fromus we deſive 
CS, ot "the”. kaowltdye of thy -wayes. 1 Job 
he God would have healed rhem.; brir 140+ 
cy they wouldnor, They Jove'tolte-in 

of rhis pothned cſiate; this finfuFcot 

wt 8Þ dition; Ahdas forthe inward cor- 

cls ruptionof the heart; thewds inotide- 

d, firechatirſhouldbeaboliſhed they 
he will norpurgeit'our}; yea and-wighy 

he ——_ are of ſuch Kite 

© of men. They fb byicompanies *ttte 23 Prov. 
>, the Tavems iy Ny dfentble be 
v {clves. by :-rroops: ifto-the- hatlots 7; ver. 
ix houſes: they  mictt Hogether "akd 547/. 
be commune- of layikg nares :> chty © 
Ne ene 


a m_—_— 


5 Pſal, 
9 ver, 


57am. 
x3 ver 


6 ver, 
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: ENCOUFage ohc another . ith urjuft pra- 


Riſes: and their:onely careis-ro buy 


r7he.4c. and ſell and gergain, and goibeyond 


theirneighbours in bargaining .: but 
a theſc:multidudes of evil men; 
chere-are buta:tew godly Cariftians, 


a few'good ref A world .of (inners 


there were itithe dayes of - Noah but 
cane:Noh a preacher of righteouſnels:; 
A:great many of:filthy and unclear 


- Sodtrattes, bucaherightcous Larwhoſe 


ſoul-was vexed witi the filthy: Gong 
verſation of .the pnclean Soghmitess 


oy And &, Peter reckbningupthe: multi» 


mdeof finnets that weregh the: dayes 
of:;: Noah, ani{ in: the dayd$-of . Log 
ſhewgrh-that there.ſhould he rhelike 
myliizude of flogers in the world un+ 
tarthe'worlds' end. | Ajtl;;as Gods 


mulrinide of; finners.rhat were-in the 
days of Noahoand: in . the' days of 


_ £#8, ſo neither ſhould it (leep againſt 

© tha mulcirudegk: finners:chae thloud 

. -> begnthe world wy. the worlds end, 
\ Bux, cheifly [Gods vengeance: thould 


ſhew 


ra_ did nor; fleep againſti the = 


— 


(23) 
ſhew it ſelf againſt thoſe who walk 
after the fleſh,in the luſts of unclean- 
neſs preſumpruous are they, {elf-wil- 
led, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil 
of dignities. Wiltul ſinners then 
there are who walk after the fleſh, 
and commit all uncleanneſs with 
grcedineſs. And many ſuch evil di- 
{poſed perſons there are who make a 
ſport of {1n, and paſtime of iniquity: 
and who 1s thcre almoſt that his 
heart ſhould ſtand affected as the 


Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh , that he ſhould » ?/a, 
have reſpect to all Gods commande. 5 '*: 


ments ? and hate fin indifferently, 
his own fins as well as other mens, 
and his hatred ſhould ſhew ir ſelf 
eſpecially againſt thoſe ſins ro which 
he ſeeth the greateſt proneneſs and 
propenſity in his own heart. They 
are very few but they have their 
hearts ſet upon ſome ſins or 0- 
cher, they ſuffer them to lie and 
rouſt there, they will not part with 
them or purge them out. The bent 
of their affections is not ſet againſt 

C {1n, 


—_— 


'+.9 | / as.ih 
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6 Fer. 


13 ver, 
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ſin, is not ſet upon good : their heart 
meditateth miſchiet and they ſtirre 
up ſtrife and conten(ion all the day 
long. They may blear the eycs of 
the world with dawbing policies,and 
Skin over their corruptions : bur their 
heart is not right neither toward God 
nor toward their neighbour. XZxdolu- 
it orbis Chriſtianu fattum ſe videns A- 
71auum. The whole Chriſtian world 
was overſpread with Arianiſme, and 
Sciſmes and Hercfies rhey abound in 
every place, and multitudes of men 
there are that cauſe ſ{c&s and diviſ1- 
ons : ſins and ſurferings they increaſc 
and multiply continually, and ſinners 
they thronge in the ſtreets, AU tables 
are full of vomit and filthine ff , from 
the leaſt of themunto the greateſt of 
rhem, cvery one is given to covetouſ- 
neſs, and from the Prophet unto the 
Prieſt every one dealeth falſely. Some 
few onely excepted as S. 7ohz hath it, 
the whole world lieth 1n® wickedneſs, 
tumblerth and wallowerh 1n this {1n- 
ful condirion ; rkcir hearts arc un- 
| cleanſed, 
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* cleanſed, unſanitified, unreformed, 

- cven fſinkes of fin: and the ſpread- 

Y ing contagionof ſin and iniquity it 0- 

f verrunneth all places and perſons, 

d and few there be that are not infe&ed 

pf with this plague and leprofie of fin. 

d Some have it in their forehead, and' OS 
b- it riſeth up as it did in #zz#þ his. 5 yer. © 
[- They declare their ſin as Sodom they 3 1ſaiah 
d bid it not. Others have it intheir?'® 
d heart, their ſore rankleth and feſter- 

n cth inwardly, and their wound is 1n 

0 curable : others, their loins are filled 3* 7/*: 


- with a loathſom diſeaſe and there 1s a0 


lc whole part in their fleſh: others, therr 


ver., 


rs feet are ſwift to ſhed bloud: orhers, r Prov. 


es their hands are inſtruments of cruelty : 
m others, therr eyes are blinded that they 
of ſee not ; they have the eyes of their 


ſ- underſtanding darkned ſo that they 
he know not what ſin 1s, and how ſhould 
nc Trheythenamend it? Many, too ma- 
It, ny there be, who have not one but 
ſs, many {ins reigning in them , who 
n- walk and war after the fleſh, and 


n- fulfil the deſires of their evil and cor- 
C 2 rupt 


I6 ver, 
49 Gen. * 
5 ver, 

55 Pſal, 
20 ver, 
69 Pſal. 
23 ver. 
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rupt mindes : ſo thar it is no marvel 
though the Apoſtle ſerterh it forth 
in the plural number, They that are 
in the fleſh. Having thus deſcribed 
the Natural Condition of being inthe 
fleſh, & havingſhe wed whar itis to be 
intic tlic{h- and having made it plain 
that there are numbers and multi- 
tudes of men who live and lic in this 
{inful condition, overrun with iniqui- 
ty, and drowned as I may ſayin 
the luſts of the fleſh. It remaineth 
that I come to ſhew what it 1s that 
maketh this condition {o miſcrable 
and ſo deplorable a condition : Ir 
may ſcem to be a happy condition, 
and no marvel it there be multitudes 
that are in love with ſin , and the 
grcatcſt part pleaſe themſelves in 
ti:cir natural condition, and have 
ſome {in or other which they pro- 

ound unto them(ſclves as their che1- 
Fel happineſs, felicity, and content- | 
mentin this life: for fin 1t is ſweet 
and tie task of repentance 1t 15 ted1- 
ous bitter and irkſome :and the child- 
| hS | bearing 
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bearing pangsof a woman in travail 
are not ſo painful and laborious, as 
are the travailing pains of thoſe that 
are born again, in whom new birth is 
wrought. A troubled conſcience and 
a minde di{quieted with the burden 
of {in, it is aboveall the troubles and 
tribulations that can happen to a 
man in this lite. Seeing then fin 1s ſo 
ſweet, and the task of repentance fo 
birter, redious and irkſome : not to 
ſtrive againſt fin, bur ro enjoy the 
pleaſures and profits of this life, 
there is no miſcry ar all in this condi-| 
tion, .bur a great deal of happineſs: 
and if it were not for that which fol- 

loweth in this text of Scripture, who 

might not wiſh to remain {t11] in hi: 

natural condition, without purging \ 
ſin out of his heart. So then thar: 
which maketh this condition ſo mi-; 
{crable a condition it is this, that 
men while they are in love with this; 
ſuppoſed happineſs, they loſe that: 
which is their true happineſs, their; 


ſummum bonum, and their chick telici-: 


tv: Gods favourable countenance." 
RR Q- A No- 


3 DoRtiin, 


(28) X 
Nothing can content the ſoul bur 
God,nothing can ſatisfhiethe heart bur 
the Trinity, and while men remain in 
this condition without purging fin out 
of their hearts, they are 5a of 
this felicity they are debarred of this 
happineſs. Sothen this conditionof 
being out of the ſtate of grace, 
maketh men miſcrable, becauſe 
thoſe that arc out of the ſtateof grace 
and not truly regenerate cannot 
plcaſe God. 

And fo I paſs tothethird thing the 
inference that the Apoſtle doth in- 
fcrre, and the concluſion that he ga- 
thereth to ſer forth the miſery of 
thoſc that are in their natural condi- 
tion, Theycannot pleaſe God. The A- 
poſtles meaning when he ſaith, thoſe 
that are 1m the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. 
Is not, that ir is all one whether 
they do good or whether they do 
evil, their vices and their virtues 
finde the like acceptance at Gods 
hands, their gloriouſeſt virtues are 
but glittering 1ins, rheir beſt aftions 
area minable, they arcin the fleſh 
our 


(29) 
out of Chriſt, and whatſoever the 

do they cannot pleaſe God. Cheſs 
are the exceptions that the Sectaries 
of theſe rimes make,not onely againſt 
the actions of thoſe who are meer na- 
tural men , unreconciled, unconver- 
red, bur againſt the actions of thoſe 
that are ſpiritual, and more truly 
engraffed intoChriſt then them(clves. 
And theſe Seftaries they do dilate 
and ſpread themſelves every where, 
and where there are feweſt of 
them there are two many of them. 
Yet for my part I am and ever ſhall 
be ſo charitable as to believe that 
there are among them , ſome igno- 
rantly ſeduced Chriſtians, who de- 
fire above all things to fear God and 
to ſerve him, and for the ele&s ſake 
that are among them , ſhall ſpeak 
unto them all as unto Saints, and un- 
to brethren, and all thar I ſhall ar 
this time ſay is bur this; If theſe 
men cannot be perſwaded to havea 
lictle more charity, it were to be 
wiſhed that they would be perſwa- 
C 4 ded: 
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ded to have a little more humility : 
if ſaith 704, 1 waſh myſelf with ſnow wa- 


30,31 VT ter, and make my hands never ſo clear : 


Auguſt. 
confef], 


Arno, in 
Pſal. 


get ſhalt thou plunge me in the ditch,and 
mine own clothes [hall abhor me. And 


the holy Father S. Auguſtin {heweth 


how imperfect the actions of rhe beſt 
are, that nonecan be found innocent 
if God ſhould deal with them accor- 


ding to the rigour of his juſtice. Ye 


Wins x 
laudabili vite hominum ſi remota miſere- 


cordia diſcutias eam. wo unto the moſt 
praiſe-worthy life of men , if God ſhall 
examine it without mercy.And 10 Arno- 
bi, Ve nobts fi quod debeamus exegerit 
vel quod debet rediderit. wo unto w all if 
God ſhould exaf of us what we owe or are 
zndebted unto htm : or return unto us 
according to our deſerts. I beſeech 
you beloved brethren whoſoever you 
arc, can you do any thing to pleaſe 
God? have youany rightcouſnels that 
is not ſtained > ſurvay your own beſt 
actions, & abhor your ſolves in duſt & 
aſhes, your moſt lovely virtues, your 
goodlicſt ations, they receive ſuch a 
tinure 
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(31) 
tinture from the corrupt channel 
from whence they proceed, that you 
muſt needs ſee nothing but a men- 
ſtruous cloth, have you any thing to 
glory of before God ? take hand leaſt 
he enter into judgement with you, 
you will find that all fleſh hath cor- 
rupted it ſelf before God, and that 


|} you have nothing but what others 
| have imperfe& goodneſs. But yet 


goodneſs it is Gods gift and the effect 


| of our Saviours ſufferings,and though 


it be imperfe& in all, in regard we 
are not ſubje&s capable of perfe&t 
goodneſs, yer God as he wrokethir 
i all, ſo heloveth ir, and is pleaſed 
with it in all that he worketh ir. 
And whether he worketh it by re- 
ſtraining grace in thoſe that are in 


_ theirnatural condition, or by ſaving 


grace in thoſe that arc in their ſpirt- 
rual condition, he is pleaſed with it, 
accepteth ir, will reward it for Chrilts 
ſake. Some good works that are 
wrought by reſtraining grace , they 
areas loyely in the fight of men, and 

as 


+ 
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(32) 
as pleaſing in the fight of God,as are 
thoſe that are wrought by ſavin 
ace. And God as he worketh, ſo 
he is pleaſed with, and acceprteth of 
goodneſs in every body. It was Gods 
ſpeech roCazy, if thou doeſt well ſhalt 
thou not be accepted 2 He accepteth of 
ezery body when they do well, hc 
w1ll reward his own works and will 
beno mans debter for goodneſs. He 
hathrewarded you, he will reward 
you, hedothreward you, for works 
of piety, for dceds of charity, for any 
thing that 1s good. So then this 15 not 
the meaning of the words (howſocver 
ſome pleaſe to deſcant and para- 
phraſe upon them) that rhoſe thar 
are in the fleſh, their beſt actions arc 


abominable, their goodneſs imperſet 


and they cannot pleaſe God : for fo 
are the ations of the beſt Saints li- 
ving and ſome actions that arc 
wrought by reſtraining grace are as 
perfect as thoſe that arc _— by 
{aving grace, though both of them 
arcimperic&: and God is pleaſed 


ro 
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to accept of imperte&t goodneſs for 
Chriſts ſake and reward it. Onely 
herein is the difference : thoſe good 
deeds that proceed from reſtraining 
grace, they have the promiſe onel 

of a temporary reward , but thoſe 
good deeds that proceed from fa- 
_ = they entitle men to heaven 
and ſalvation. So then the meaning 
of the Apoſtles words, (as itmay ap- 
pear plainly to thoſe that are not 
minded wilfully to pervert the Scri- 
tures) is this : They that areunrecon- 
ciled, unconverted, unrenewed inthe 
{piric of their mindes, they cannot ſo 
pleaſe God, that he ſhould accept of 
their imperfe& obedience and entitle 
them to heaven, and deliver them 


from hell. This then is the miſera- 


ble condition of all thoſe who have 
not felt the inward. Covenant, the 
circumciſion of the heart, in whom 
reſtraining grace hath wrought onely 
a hatred of ſome few ſins, and a love 
of ſome few vertues, and the ſaving 


grace of Gods Spirit harh not in- 
| lightened 


(34) 


lightened the underſtanding with 
the knowledge of all fins which by 


the ſearch of reaſon can be found to . 
beſins : nor reformed the will thar .. 
there ſhould be a hatred of all ſins - 


nor rectified the affeftions, that ſo 
this hatred of ſin ſhould -increaſe 
more and more. But they do good 


by fits and by ſtarts, as they are - 


taught by cuſtome and example of 
others, as they arc induced unto it by 
Gods mercics and his judgements, 
or as it pleaſeth him ſomerimes to 
work extraordinarily in their hearts 
by his word and the good motions 
of his Spirit. Such as theſe they are 
in the fleſh and cannot pleaſe God: 
that is they are out of Gods favour, 


the wrathof God abideth upon them; 


they have no hopes of heaven nor of 
happineſs after this life. And what 
more miſerable condition can there 
be then this > It is a life no lite, when 
Gods frowning and ireful counte- 
nance 1s toward men : Vhen men 


| haveno aſſurance of heaven, no hopes 


in 
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in their death : their conſciences tell 
them that they have lived ſo, that 
they ſhall never ſee God nor cnjo 
the company nor preſence of the bleſ. 
ſed Angels : but ſhall bave their por-,, 2,4 
tion in the lake that burneth with fire xover. © 
and brimſtone with the devil and his an- 


gels. Surethe wrath of God for fin it 


cauſcth men ro pine and languiſh a- 

way in __ when thou with re- 39 Pſal. 
bukes doeſt chaſten a man for ſin, thou **** 
cauſeſt hs beauty to conſume away like 4 

moth fretting a garment : and who can ,g pſy, 
ſtand when thou art angry ſaith rhe 7 ver. 
Pſalmiſt > If God pleaſe to hidea- 

way his face from his Saints from his _. 
{crvants, for a moment in a little $4 1/wb 
wrath, nothing can afford them com- 
forr. And when he tcareth the wic- 

ked in his wrath for the multitude of 

their tranſgreſſions, (as ſome time his 

hand is heavy upon them here for 

their ſins) his wrath is a burden pn- 
ſupportable. Ler then their own ex- 
perience of the heavineſs of Gods 


_ wrath when he aftliterh chem for a 


ſhore 
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ſhort time for their fins in his wrath, 
teach them what a miſerable con- 


dion 1t i5 to be ſuch men with whom 


God will be angry for ever, If fo be 


then that God be pleaſed with mens 


good works, withtheir hearty ſighes 
and carneſt r-m® their weeping and 
howling an 

If God cetheſe things, and be plca- 
ſed with them: yet if he be not ſo plea 


| ſed with them, that he ſhould accepr 

| ,of mens good works, of their repen- 

. - -- tance for fin, that ſo they ſhould be 
+ -.* * delivered from his wrath, and have 
© hopesof heavenand happineſs, what. 


are they the better > And yer unleſs 
men beinwardly renewed inthe ſpi- 
ritof their mindes, and have felt a 
c—_ of the whole minde, of the 


whole man, they ſhallnot be inti- - 


tled to heaven, they ſhall not be de- 
livered from hell. This then 1s the 
miſery of thoſe who remainunrecon- 
ciled, unconverted, whoſe hearts arc 
unchanged unaltered : they. are 11- 


able to Gods curſe and eternal dam- - 


nation, 


rheir repentance for fin ; 
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nation. Heaven they have no part 
nor portion in it. Chriſtian Reader, 
whoſoever thou art, think now,think 
I ſay, (if it be poſſible for thee to 
conceive the greatneſs of this miſery) 
what a miſcrable condition it is when 
men ſhall periſh everlaſtingly , and 
ſhall never ſce God , nor poſſeſs the 
joyes of the celeſtial Paradiſc.It were 
a thouſand times better for men that 
they had never been born, then thar 
they ſhould live and die in this de- 
filed condition, this polluted eſtate. 
The brute beaſts and juments are 
happier then they, for when they 
dic, their miſerics are ended : but 
there are unſpeakable miſcries ever- 
laſting ſorrows appointed to ſuchat- 
ter death. What creatures arethere 


. ſo loathſomebut men might wiſh to 


be them and be happy in the change 
unleſs rhey be changed inwardly,and 
renewed inthe ſpiritof their mindes, 
All other creatures their miſcries 
they end indeath, but rheirs will but 


, then begin, Thoſe that believe nor 


as 
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as itis in S. /ohxs goſpel, are condem 
ned already : and waen death com- 


eth how frightful will the preſence . 


of the angry judge be ? and when the 
great day of his wrath 1s come they 


will creep into the holes and cliffes , 
of the rocks, and ſay to the mountains 
fallon ws, and to thehils cover ws. God 
1s pleaſed with mens good works,and 


there is none of them forgotten be- 
fore him. VVhen men repcnt of there 
ſins heſeeth their repentance, and he 
can,he will lighten his hang of them. 
God is pleaſed with goodneſs in eve- 
ry body, and there is no mans repen- 
cance that ſhall be in vain and tono 


urpoſe. Bur unleſs mens repentance 
trueand unfcined, unleſs their ſor- . 
row for ſin increaſe every day more }. 
and more, and there be a ſctled pur- . 


poſe to weed all fins out of their 
hearts, they have no hopes to enjoy 
heaven to eſcape hell. I beſecch you 


therefore Chriſtian men and women 


whoſoever ye be that read this : as 


you look to ſtand in the day of our 
Lord 


a= ay (> BR fas as and a 6 


$ 


(39) 
Lord Jeſus, when he ſhall come in 
flames of fire to render vengeance to + 
them that know him not,and tothem 
that obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt: 
{eek unto God and dehire of him that 
he would fan&ifie you throughour, 
and ſcaſon your hearts with grace, 
chat ſo your ſouls and bodics may be 


. ſafe in thedayofour Lord Jeſus.Ne. 


vcr reſt till you finde in your heaws 
a general hatred of fin, anda gene- 
ral love*of gainc(s and a conſtant 
progreſs in this general hatred of fin 
and love of goodnely which may in- 
title you ro heaven, and deliver you 
trom hell. If God ſhould hear you 
at every call; and when you are 0- 


- verborn with grief, upon your repen- 
" rance for two or three fins to which 


our hearts are :cxccedingly prone 


(which you ſuſpe& tobe the cauſe of 


your miſcry) deliver you .from evil 
that ir ſhould not vex you. If upon 


' your performance of two or three 


good works,and your charity and hu- 
mility in the. performance of __ 
1 EM G 


18 Matth, 
26 VET, 


16 Luke 
24 Ver, 
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he ſhould load you with his earthly 
favours and his temporal blefſings,(as 
he will beno mans debter for good- 
neſs ſo he will reward his own gifts 
in every body) yet if he be nor fo 
pleaſed with your good works, as to 
accept of them and reward them 
with heaven and happineſs hereaf- 
ter, what have you gained > how 
arc you advantaged > what well it 
profit a man towin the whole warld, and 
to loſe his own ſoul 2 orwhat ſhall aman 
grve tn exchange for his foul 2 It God 
ſhould give yougall that the world 
can afford, heap upon you his carth- 
ly favours, and his temporal blct- 
ſings; if your conſcience upon your 
death-bed ſhould tell you that you 
are unreconciled, 'unconverted, that 
you have received the reward of 
your good deeds here,and Godſhould 
anſwer you when you cry for mercy 
as Abraham did Dtves and ſay ſon, 
remember that thou in thy: life time 
receivedſt thy good things , and like- 
wile Lazary evil things, and _— 
ore 
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fore ſceing in your life time you recci-. 
ved the reward of your good deeds, 
therefore there are Fments everlaſt- 
ing appointed for you, and joyes un-- 
ſpcakable appointed for others. Sure 
now (when you lay in. this caſe) if 
God would hear you and grant that 
you might begin your lite again, you 
would chooſe with Moſes to ſuffcr at- 
fliction with the children of God, ra- 
ther then tocnjoy the pleaſures of fin 
for a ſcaſon: And the conceit that 
Gods over liberal rewarding you 
with his temporal mercies for your 
good deeds here, had excluded you 
trom all hopes that he would reward 
you with his everlaſting mercics 
hereafter, would peirce your hearts 
with a thouſand ſorrowes : labour 
then ſoto pleaſe God, that wharſo- 
ever reward you receive for your 
good deeds here, you may have al- 
turance that he will nor torger your 
pag and your labour of love 

ercafter, To die in Gods difplca- 
{ure it is a miſery above all the mift- 
| D 2 rics 


ries than can be conceived and ima- 
gined : and 1f you cannot fo pleaſc 
God, that he ſhould intitle you ro 
heaven and deliver you from hell 
when you cle : though you have all 
that thecarth can afford you while 


you live,you wlll be nevcr the better. _ 


And ſo ye ſce the greatreſs of their 


miſcry that arc in tre fleſh,they can- ' 


not ſo pleaſe God as to have hopes of 
heaven and happineſs, 


T be conclu fron. 


Having run over this Text of Scri- 
pture and having at large deſcribed 
the Natural condition of being inthe 


fleſh ; I ſhall ſhut up all with a cha- 
ritable concluſion to all you whoſo- 


ever you are that ſhall read whar 1s - 


here written. The natural condition 
of being inthe fleſh, it hath been de- 
ſcribed unto you, and it hath been 
likewiſe made plain unto you that 
ſome there be that are in the fleſh, 
vea a great many, multitudes there 
are 


( 42) 4s 
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are that live and lic in this ſinful con- 
dition, and few there be (God know- 

eth) who have their conſciences pur- 4 
ged from dead works to ſerve the li. 7 = 
ving Lord, who have felt the power. 

ful and cffetual operation of Gods 
Spirit in their hearts, and excepting 

onely this little flock, this' few of 
Chriſts ſheep, rhe number, the mul- r2 Luke 
titude, the whole world licth in wic- 3* '* 
kedncſs 3; walloweth and tumbleth 

in this {infu] condition, in this pollu- 

ted eſtate, they are dead in fin, dead 2 Epbeſ. 
for fin, condemned already as the, 
Scripture ſpeaketh, and if they live + ver, 
and die in this ſinful condition, hell 3 7ob= 
fire it ſhall berheir portion, and they ** ©: 
cannot ſo pleaſe God here that they 


' ſhould have hopes of heaven and 
happineſs acreafter. But yet,though 


there be milions and multitudes that 
are unreconciled, unconverted, who 
live and lic in fin without remorſe ; 
yet we can know but few, yea we 
cannot know any of whom we may 


ſay theſe are unconverted, in the 


D 3 ſtare 
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ſtate of condemnation, you may 
know conccrning your ſelves whether 
you be in Chriſt, or whether you be 


» cor.13 c 1n the fleſh. Examize your ſelves, prove 


5 ycr, 


your own ſelves, know ye not your own 
ſelves how that Teſis Chriſt s 1n you 
expcept ye bee reprobates 2 ye may 
know concerning your ſclves whether 
yc be reconciled unto God, and he be 
become a graciousfather unto you in 
Chriſt Jeſus : 1s your hatred of fin 
general > your love of goodneſs uni- 
verſal > do you increaſc and grow c- 
very day more and more 1n grace 
and goodneſs 2in your hatred ad OP- 
polition of fin > Have you a care of 
the inward man as well as of the 
outward > and do you look more to 
the heart then tothe outward aCti- 
ons, is not there ſome ſecret darling 
boſome and beloved fin upon which 
your heart is {ct, which you defend 
and maintain, againſt all that Gods 
Miniſters can ſay againſt ir, and will 
not be ed in conſcience of it, or 
acknowledge it to bea tin? do = 
not call your pride decency > your luſt 
love ? 


| 
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| love> your drunkenneſs goodfellow- 


ſhip> your malice zeal > your cove- 
els thrift > Or is there not ſame 
{ecrer fin like Herod his inceſt, which 
you defend to be lawful > ye may 
know concerning your ſelves, in what 
terms you ſtand with God, whe- 
ther you be in Chriſt or whether 
you be inthe fleſh : unleſs ye be ig- 
norant perſons and know not what 
the deſires of the fleſh mean. Bur yer 
though it be an cafie matter ro know 
this concerning your ſclves, yet it is 
the hardeſt matter of a thouſand to 
know this concerning others , whe- 
ther they be in the Pirh or no. Re- 
ſtraining grace it may work as per- 
fc a hatred of ſome {ins,and as per- 
tc a love of ſome graces and virtues 
as ſaving grace, They whooutward- 
ly appear very wicked men,they may 
hate ſome vices with as perfc& a ha- 


 tred as it is poſſible for men to do, 


who carry about them a body of 
fleſh : and love ſomevirtues with as 

rte& a love, as itis poſſible for men 
ro do who live ſince the fall of Adam, 
D 4 yea 
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yea reſtraining grace may work ſuch 
* arcformarion of the ' outward man 
and, of the inward man too that there 
may not be many {ins in the heartun- 
purged our. . We read of Herod how 


hercformed himſclf in many things | 
as Jobs preaching, and: he had not | 


many i1ns with which he was greatly 
in love beſide his inceſt. And lchs be- 


{de his ſtare policy he had not many | 


{ins upon which his heart was fer. 
And whether it be conſtraint of laws 
reſtraint of ſhame, cuſtome and ex- 


ample of others that teacheth men to | 


do well, whether God work by his 
mercies or by his judgements, by his 
word or by the good motions of his 


Spirit, by fits and by ſtarts extraordi- 


narily. Or wither there bea con- 


{tant anda continucd work of the ſpi- F- 


rut ; whether therEbe a general ha- 
tred of fin, whethcr mens obedience 
to Gods laws and commandments be 
total or partial : Vhether there be 
many fins reigning in men or one dar- 
ling {inupon which tk;cix heart js ſer 

us 
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unpurgedout:Theſe are ſecrets known 
onely to God who ſcarcheth the 
heart and trieth the reins. This men 
muſt ſee (unleſs they will ſhuttheir 
cyes __ known truth)that there 
isinal 

vices, and a love of ſome virtues, and' 


; though it be reſtraining grace thar 
| worketh in the moſt, yer for ought 
: we know or ought to judge,i is ſaving 


grace that worketh inall. And that 


: there ſhould be in a Chriſtian 


Common-wealth this diſtin&ion of 
thegodly and the wicked , for my 
part I fſce no reaſon for it : 
Charity thinketh no evil, bur is caſi- 
ly perſwaded to believe that all the 
congregation of the Lord is holy. 


- This is acertain truth we cannot cer- 


gainly know, and ought not peremto- 


rily ro judgeof any menor company 


of men, that they are in rhe whole 
tenour of their lives wicked men or 
profane perſons ; or that they are in 
the whole tenour of their lives hypo- 
crits or talſe chriſtians, Bur if men 

| may 


men living a hatred of ſome 
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may probably conjeQure of a great 
many that they are ſinners or hypo. 
crits, know them by their fruits be- 
cauſe it outwardly appeareth to the 
world thatmany fine retgn in them. 
VWhar uſc ſhould they make of their 
knowledge > Let them abſtain from 
their company and not partake with 
them in their ſins, If neceſſity or ſome 
occaſion of buſineſs force them into 
their company, letthem ſoberly ad- 
moniſh them of their faults that they 


may amend,let them reprove and re- - 


buke them ſharply if they doe not a- 
mend:let them informe againſt them 
that they may be reformed if their 
{ins be capital or ſcandalous, puniſha- 
ble by the laws of the land : let them 


mourn in ſecret becauſe they do pray 
in private that they may not con- - | 


tinually diſhonour God by their un- 
lawful deeds their open profanes and 
their ſecret hypocriſfie theſe things 
aregood and acceptable in the fight 
of God, If belide theſe you can 
think of any lawful means to 

| reduce 
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reduce men from their ſins, their 
open profancſs and their fecrer 
hypocriſic on God his name ule ir. 
Butas forall ſlandring and traducing 
men for fin, all caſting out their 
names ar&cvil all raſh cenſuring of 
their preſent condition; all unchari. 
table and uncbriſtian judging of their 
future as final condition , let nor 
theſe things be orfce named among 
you as becomerh ſaints. For my 
part I know no man ſo flagitiouſly 
{inful that I dare determine of him 
that he is in the ſtare of condemna- 
tion, though I ſee him in the as. of 
mpicty, for] know there is a ſalve 
for this ſore, his repentant tears. 
AndifI ſay thatſucha one is a ſaint 
in the tate of grace, and hathrightro 


- the kingdome of heaven when he 


doth well I ſay no more then chart- 
ty bindeth me to ſpeak, when I ſee 
a man that is ſuſpected to have fin- 
ned the fin againſt the holy Ghoft. I 
may peradventure think thar there 15 


imal} hopes of remiſſion for ſuch a 
46 one 
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ene, becauſe he cannot repent ; yet I 
ſhall be ſparing to terme ſuch an one 
a reprobate when] fee him fin and 
. ſhall bebold toſay he is aſaint when 


he doth well. Be charitable, and 


judge of no mans final condition : ye 


cannot certainly know and therefore 
ought not to ſay of any men li- | 


_ though rhey be never ſo hain- 
ouſly ſinful that thy are in the ſtate 
of condemnation. And yet ſtill there 
are a number,a multitude, the whole 
world lieth in wickedneſs, wallow- 


eth and tumbleth inthis finful con- 


dition, in this polluted eſtate, their 
conſcience is defiled their heart 1s 
corrupt, ſcrupon fin, they have no 
ſencenor fccling of their fins, they 
aretouched with noremorſc for them 


they will not weed them out of their 


hearts, and though others may nor, 
and we dare not judge them an 
otherwiſe then as God judgeth them : 


yerunleſs they will judge and con- 


demnerhem ſelves and endeavour to 
purge, {inout of their hearts we muſt 
leave 


p. 


.dome of heaven but are liable ro 
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leave them where we found them 
in the fleſh , inſuch a condi- 


tion wherein they cannot pleaſe 
God, nor have right to the king- 


God his curſe and eternal damnation; 
for ſothey {ce the ſcripture ſpeaketh 
ſo then they thatarcinthe fleſhcan- , ,,,. 
not pleaſe God. Bur I ſhall rather 36,:7,:8, 
pray for ſuch as are in the fleſh, that 19 ver. 
God would grant them according to the 
riches if his glory to be ſtrengthned with 
might by h1s ſpirit according to the 1n- 
ner man, that Om may dwell 1n their 
hearts by faith, that they being rooted 
and grounded in love may be able to com- 

rehend with all ſaints what #s the 
Lreadth. And. length, and depth and 
height : and know the love of oy 
which paſſeth knowledg that they may be yg, 
filled with the fulne f of God, and have ge _ 
right to an 1mberitance imcorruptible, 
mmortal, undefiled, not fading away, 


reſerved in the heavens for them. 
Amen, 


FINIS, 


